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Goal- to confront the things 
which stand in the way of me 
following Jesus. 

 
OpenOpenOpenOpen:  Have you ever been prevented from achieving a goal?  What 

obstacles were thrown in your way? 
 
Read:Read:Read:Read: Matthew 16:13-20 

• Why do you think Jesus asked his disciples who people said he 
was? 

• If you asked the typical person “Who is Jesus?” what do you think 
they would say? 

• Why do you think some mistook Jesus for Elijah, or John the 
Baptist or Jeremiah? 

• What sort of Messiah was Peter expecting based on his 
comments?  How does this reflect their misunderstanding of what 
Jesus came to do? 

 

ReadReadReadRead:  Matthew 16:21-25 

• Do you think Jesus was too hard on Peter?  Why does he call him 
the devil? 

• What was Peter’s mistake?  Why did Peter not accept what Jesus 
told him in vs. 21? 

 
DiscussDiscussDiscussDiscuss: 

• What is the toughest obstacle for you personally?  The influence of 
the world?  The demands of religion?  Myself?   

• Answer WHY to the above question… 

• What OTHER obstacles might you name that keep you from truly 
following Jesus as you ought to? 

• Why is ‘denying self’ so difficult?  Are you doing things to teach 
your children this spiritual principle? 

 
PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer- How can we pray for you today?  
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