
December in Review 
Well I hope everyone had a great 

Christmas and is ready for 2012.  

Here a look back at the past 

month. We started the month with 

the  Middle Tennessee Flag Foot-

ball Tournament at RCA. We played 

against several youth groups and 

came in third place in the  tourna-

ment. Everyone did an  amazing 

job. Then the next week we had 

the Teen Christmas party which 

was a blast especially with the vid-

eo/picture  scavenger hunt. And 

the surprise birthday party for 

Melissa. And of course we had to 

awesome singing nights. I hope  

everyone is ready for what 2012 

brings. Until next month—Joel and 

On January 21st we 

will be having a game 

night here at the 

church. It will start 

at 6:00 p.m. bring 

your favorite board 

games and your     

favorite snack and 

drink to share. We 

will be providing   

pizza. Hope every 

comes out  for game 

night. Who knows we 

might even pull out 

the volleyball net  

On Saturday,     

January 28th we will 

be heading up to   

Nashville to Lipscomb 

University for a 

night of basketball. 

Cost for this varies 

depending on what 

you want to pay. $5 

for just a ticket; 

$10 for a ticket and 

either a food vouch-

er or a replica jer-

sey; $15 for every-

thing. Money needs 

to be turned in by    

January 11th. The 

nights theme is Star 

Wars so grab a 

lightsaber and some 

honeybuns to stick 

on your head and 

lets go have a night 

of Star Wars fun 

and basketball  
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WhatĢs in your Room? 

Posters                                                       
I remember that some of the biggest   

arguments my parents and I had were 

about the posters I wanted to hang 

on my walls. Being a guy, the posters 

I tried to hang in my room fell into 

three general categories: sports and 

music stars, hot girls and even hotter 

girls. If you are a girl, your posters 

probably fall into similar categories: 

hot guys, hot guys that are sports 

stars and hot guys that are music 

celebrities. My parents really didn’t 

approve of most of the poster choic-

es that I brought home, and they let 

me know it. I wanted to have the 

walls of my room plastered with all 

the popular people that my friends 

and I though were so cool. The prob-

lem was that behind the glamorous 

bodies and extravagant cars, many of 

them lived lives that were pretty bad. 

Most of the music and movie celebrities 

were known for making bad choices. Either 

they’d been in some kind of rehab program 

for drugs or alcohol, in the news for any 

number of violations or in and out of failed 

relationships. My parents knew that I 

would spend a lot of time in my room, 

looking at and thinking about those images. 

And most of the girls on the posters 

weren’t exactly wearing their “Sunday 

best.” My mom and dad told me over and 

over again that the things that I looked at 

went into my mind. They told me that they 

wanted me to have positive role models 

who were really worth looking up to. They 

didn’t want me to think of women as sex 

objects but as people. To be honest, I 

didn’t really understand all that they were 

saying; I just knew that the ap-

proved poster selection probably 

would be limited to a skateboarder 

from the X-Games, an Atlanta 

Braves ball player and a picture of 

Garfield saying, “Good morning is 

an oxymoron.” It took me a long 

time to appreciate what my par-

ents had been trying to teach me. 

My eyes are windows to my soul. 

When I look at bad or negative 

things, it is easier to think bad or 

negative thoughts. Those bad 

images stay in my mind for a long 

time, and come flooding back all to 

often. But if I focus on good and 

positive things, I have a better 

chance of dwelling on good and 

positive things. 

                    

 

In __________ We Trust!  
understand how heart cells know to gath-

er together, form a heart, and start 

beating at the same beat in a developing 

fetus. I can’t understand every activity 

of God and all he does. I don’t know what 

tomorrow will bring, and you don’t either. 

We should plant our trust in God in the 

morning and keep busy trusting all day 

long. That is Solomon’s insight for us. In 

removing the layers of doubt we have 

between us and Jesus, there are some 

choices. Choices your ancestors made. 

Choices we have to make, and choices our 

children will make. One choice is to trust 

how God wants to use us. We may have 

As you do not know the path of the wind, 
or how the body is formed in a motherõs 

womb, so you cannot understand the work 
of God, the Maker of all things. Sow your 

seed in the morning, and at evening let 
your hands not be idle, for you do not 

know which will succeed, whether this or 
that, or whether both will do equally well. 
Ecclesiastes 11:5-6 God is faithful, God 

is good, he loves us beyond comprehen-

sion and asks us to trust him in the 

unknown, and he will do right. It’s a 

constant promise that will not fail. God 

said it, and faith is the part where you 

believe God is telling the truth. I don’t 

some fear we are not able, good enough, or that 

we’ll fail. But then comes the choice to believe 

what God says when he tells us “I am with you… I 

will help you.” Then we have to decide if we’re 

going to say yes to what God asks. What happens 

next is usually life change. Whether we said yes or 

no. If yes, it doesn’t mean we do it perfectly or 

without challenge. It does mean we become a part 

of what God is doing and we learn from failure. If 

we decide no, we may become more stubborn, ruled 

by our fears, and a little more selfish. We are less 

a part of what God wants us to become. Solomon 

tells us in chapter 11 of his journal: Say yes. Cast 

your life out there, give yourself to serving others, 

live life regardless of the conditions. Get into 

action and trust God for the results. 

Winterfest 2012 is 

right around the corner. 

Cost is $130. Most of 

you have either paid the 

full amount or your $65 

deposit. The remaining 

money for Winterfest is 

due no later than    

January 11th. If you 

missed the deadline 

for $130 the cost is 

now $150 and is due 

on January 11th. I 

hope everyone is ready 

for this awesome 

weekend in the   

mountains, I know I 

am. 

Winterfest 2012  

Ways to 

Walk the 

Walk  
“If you think you can 
judge others, you are 

wrong. When you 
judge them, you are 
really judging your-
self guilty, because 
you do the same 
things they do.”   

Romans 2:1 

Word: 
Don’t judge other 

people. 

Walk It:  
It’s tempting to look 

at other people and 

criticize their flaws. 

Next time you feel 

like doing that, re-

member that you’re 

flawed, too. Better 

leave the judging up 

to God.  



 

 

Can You Hear Me Now! 
A man told his neighbor, òI just bought a new   

hearing aid. It cost me four thousand dollars, but 

itõs state of the art. Itõs perfect.ó òReally?ó an-

swered the neighbor. òWhat kind is it?ó The man 

looked at his watch, then answered: òTwelve-

thirty.ó Have you ever been in a crowded mall or 

airport, and in the middle of all the noise and 

distraction you hear your name paged over the 

loudspeaker? No one else pays attention to it. In fact, 

you’re amazed that you actually hear it above the 

buzz of everything going on—but you do! I think it’s 

a unique quirk in our brain that we are able to 

hear our own name above a tremendous amount 

of other noise. Wouldn’t it be great if we could hear 

our name, when God calls it, just as clearly in 

the madness of life? òThe voice of the LORD is 

over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the 

LORD thunders over the mighty waters. The voice 

of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is 

majestic. The voice of the LORD breaks the ce-

dars; the LORD breaks in  pieces the cedars of 

Lebanon. He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, Sirion 

like a young wild ox. The voice of the LORD 

strikes with flashes of lightening. The voice of 

the LORD shakes the desert; the LORD shakes 

the Desert of Kadesh. The voice of the LORD 

twists the oaks and strips the forests bare. And 

in his temple all cry, òGlory!ó Psalm 29:3-9 How 

does the lifesaving St. Bernard that lives in 

the Alps (a 500 mile mountain range in south-

central Europe) find someone who is lost in a 

blinding blizzard? Does the dog sniff the person 
out under many feet of snow? It’s been said the truth is 

that the dog doesn’t rely on its sense of smell that 

much, but rather its highly sensitive ears. By 

nature, St. Bernards have acquired super sensi-
tive hearing. Isn’t that what we need in listening for 

God’s voice? Ears that are always turned to the mes-

sages God may be sending our way. David tells 

us that the voice of the Lord is loud and clear. 

But why don’t we hear it in our everyday lives? Be-

cause we have not trained our ears—really our 

hearts—to listen for it. How many times 

have we asked God to speak to us, to di-

rect and lead us, and then failed to listen 

to his voice? It takes time and hard work. 

It also takes patience. Give God some time 

to speak to you. And then, just listen—

really listen. I bet you’ll be able to hear him speak 

to you loudly and clearly over the noise and 

confusion of life! 

else you’re just reading words. Got 

that? The one thing you have that 

no one can ever take away from you 

is you. No one can ever take it—but 
you can give it away. That’s hard. 

But once you give all that you are to 

God, you will begin an adventure like 
nothing you’ve every experienced. 

An overweening consideration for 

ourselves is the thing that keeps us 

from that decision, though we put it 

there we are considering others. 

When we consider what it will cost 

others if we obey the call of Jesus, 

we tell God He does not know what 

are obedience will mean. Keep to 

the point; He does know. Shut out 

every other consideration and keep 

yourself before God for this one 

thing only ñMy Utmost for His 

Highest. I am determined to  

be absolutely and entirely for Him  

and for Him alone. ñOswald Cham-

bers. Just between you and God 

when you pray ask God to use all 

of you—all your talents, all your 

mind, all your heart. Physically. 

Emotionally. Mentally. Ask God to 

use all of you so that no part of 

your mind, body, and soul will go 

unused. Ask—and then listen. God 

First. God Last. God In All Things. 

God In All Ways. Can You Handle 
That? Okay Then, Let’s Go. 

                  

When Jesus invited Himself 

over to Zacchaeus’ house, 

he said, “Great, come on!” 

Before you hear what Jesus 

wants to do in your life, you 

have to ask yourself, “Do I have Zacchaeus’ attitude? 

Am I curious and interested, or do I really think it’s 

just the same old thing, more of that Jesus stuff and 

whatever from the Bible?” Is your heart saying, “Man 

if this is real, I want more of it. If He is really the 

Son of God, I want to get up in the tree and see 

Him. I want to check Him out—and if He wants to 

come over, I’m gonna let Him come over!” Too many 

people sit in church without the slightest interest or 

curiosity about God. They don’t want more of God and 

they don’t care anymore. They’ve become calloused to 

truth. They think they’ve heard it all before and no 

one can tell them anything new. When a person has no 

interest in the truth of God’s Word, there is nothing 

the Holy Spirit can tell them. Because it’s the truth that sets 

people free, and they have turned their back on truth, they 

cannot get free of sin or anything else. As a result, instead of 

dealing with sin correctly by confessing and repenting, they 

just try to hide it and cover it up. Their attitude towards God 

is condescending and patronizing. They think, Okay, maybe I’ll 

give Jesus a break and give Him a little of my attention. 

Listen, they’re not doing Him any favors! He doesn’t need 

them, they need Him! Without Him, they have no power to 

overcome sin or get free of all the trash that the world and 

the devil have put on them. Do you have the attitude of Zac-

chaeus? Are you curious to know more about God and interest-

ed in discovering the truths in His Word? If you are, then you 

will break through and you will get something real from God 

today. If you don’t have the attitude of Zacchaeus, I’ll be 

real honest with you, this day will not do much for you. So 

jerk yourself out of this deep sleep you’re in, open your eyes, 

splash the cool water of God’s Word on them, and get a curi-

osity and passion to know God! 

Everything Counts  
What’s Your Point? 

I eagerly expect and hope that I will in  

no way be ashamed, but will have        suffi-

cient courage so that now as always  

Christ will be exalted in my body,  whether by 

life or by death. ñPhilippians 1:20 

It all stars here. Before you can go 

any further you have to understand 

this one main point. Ready? From this 

point on EVERYTHING COUNTS. 

Everything you do, do as a servant of 

God. Everywhere you go, go with God 

at your side. Every person you meet, 

greet them as a child of God. You have 

to be willing to give the whole sha-bang of 

your being in this journey, or 

Burn: 

Be Like Zacchaeus                                          
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing though. A 
man was there by the name of Zaccaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to 
see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could 

not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore -fig tree to see him, since Jesus 
was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, 
he looked up and said to him, òZacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today.ó So he 

came down at once and welcomed him gladly. Luke 
19:1-6 Zacchaeus’ attiude toward Jesus was cor-

rect. He was curious and interested, so he 

climbed a tree to try to get a glimpse of Jesus. 

Ignite a New Life with God 



  Can You Hear Me Now?  

A Good Scream 

òOh, that you would render the heavens and 

come down, that the mountains would trem-

ble before you!ó Isaiah 64:1 

Ever felt as if the presence of God has 

left you? As if your life is a wasteland 

of missed opportunities and failures? Be 

honest. You’ve probably been there a 

time or two. When I get to that point, I 

feel like screaming. To people who don’t 

really know me, I appear relatively calm, 

easygoing, a somewhat quiet person. My 

wife would probably beg to differ, and so 

would her rapidly deteriorating eardrums. 

I have been known to let out bloodcur-

dling yells when I fell overwhelmed. It 

usually scares her to death, but I sure 

feel better. (Maybe I should try one 

now! Maybe not) I usually feel this way 

when I’m not really studying God’s Word 

or seeking Him earnestly  in prayer. This 

neglect of my personal devotional life 

usually causes my sins to metastasize and 

grow out of control. You know what 

comes next—a mountain of guilt! The 

apostle Paul, one of my favorite Bible 

characters, asked the following important 

question: òWhat shall we say, then? Shall 

we go on sinning so that grace may in-

crease? By no means! We died to sin; how 

can we live in it any longer? Or donõt you 

know that all of us who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

We were therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may lie a new 

life.ó Romans 6:1-4 At times when I have 

not been, or done, all that God expects of 

me, I wonder out loud if I have really 

died to sin. Don’t you? If my desire is not 

to make God the laughingstock of the 

universe, not to shame Him or allow Him 

to be ridiculed by the devil, what explains 

my many falls? Over time I am learning 

that being buried with Christ is a daily 

process. I cannot take two weeks, two 

days, or two moments off. Each tempta-

tion brings with it fresh opportunity to go 

to the cross and die with Jesus. In a real 

sense, every time I choose to do God’s 

will, each time I choose to follow what I 

know to be right, I crucify my old self so 

that my new self can live. When the 

battle raging inside me—should I or 

shouldn’t I? - gets really out of control, 

thatõs when I want to scream with Isaiah: 

òRip the heavens apart! Come down, Lordó 

Isaiah 64:1 CEV. òTear the enemy of my soul 

to bits.ó Those were Isaiah’s feelings as he 

watched the heathen nations of Assyria and 

Babylon run roughshod over Israel and Ju-

dah. These two evil nations were God’s cho-

sen enforcers to punish His people for their 

sins. Isaiah was a prophet to the nation of 

Judah. God gave him the task of showing 

Judah their sin. And he didn’t bite his 

tongue. In Isaiah 1:4 he quotes God’s angry 

words: òIsrael, you are a sinful nation loaded 

down with guilt. You are wicked and corrupt and 

have turned from the Lord, the holy God of 

Israeló CEV. Now that’s what I call a serious 

tongue lashing. God is not pleased! At times 

Isaiah yearned for God to come down and 

save His people from the hand of their op-

pressors. He endured the sight of Assyrian 

occupation for more than three decades. It 

was enough to make a grown man scream. But 

God did not leave Isaiah and Judah hopeless. 

He promised them a new beginning, a new 

place where they would be happy in His 

presence and He would once again be their 

God: òI am creating new heavens and a new 

earth; everything of the past will be forgotten; 

Celebrate and be glad forever! I am creating a 

Jerusalem, full of happy people> I will celebrate 

with Jerusalem and all of its people; there will 

be no more crying or sorrow in that city.ó Isaiah 

65:17-19 CEV. That too deserves a good 

scream: “YEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSS!” 

 

                   

Radical Faith    
Romans 8:11 òGod raised Jesus 
from the dead, and if Godõs Spirit 
is living in you, he will also give life 
to your bodies that die. God is the 

One who raised Christ from the 
dead, and he will give life through 

his Spirit that lives in you. You 

know how it goes. You think you 

have kicked the habit, made a 

fresh start, busted loose from a 

sin that keeps driving a wedge 

between you and God. Just when 

you think you’re free, you blow 

it again. If you want to get up 

and move on, you need to know 

two facts. The first fact is 

that every believer sins, yet 

your mighty God always makes 

forgiveness available to you. He 

simply wants you to own up to 

your sin and confess it to him (1 

John 1:8-9). The second fact is 

that God won’t settle for 

anything less than setting you 

free from your slavery to wrong 

doing. He doesn’t just keep on 

barking rules over and over. 

Instead, he puts a radical new 

power inside of you, the 

spiritual brawn of his Holy Spirit 

that enables you to live for him. 

It’s the same power that sprung 

Jesus from the tomb. Your key 

to breaking free is to keep 

listening to the Holy Spirit as he 

coaches you. Continually set 

your thinking on what God 

wants, and you will start to 

experience fresh life and ample 

peace (Romans 8:6) 

 

It has to be hard being a girl and, 

at the same time, being satisfied 

with the way God made you.    

Advertisers spend billions of dollars 

trying to convince you that your 

clothes are never new enough or 

that they fit you just right. That 

expensive make-up will make you 

more beautiful. That buying brand-

name accessories will get you no-

ticed. Advertisers and peers alike 

often have you questioning whether 

you’re thin enough. Your natural 

cycles are the butt of T.V. jokes, 

boys may lure the “love” carrot in 

front of you so they can have sex 

with you and criticize your worth if 

you refuse.  The message: Girls 

are supposed to be perfect—and 

you fall short. Physically. Socially. 

In every possible way. Solomon (not 

a girl) has two insights for you (a 

girl). “He has made everything beau-

tiful in its time. He has also set eternity in 
the human heart; yet  no one can fathom 

what God has done from beginning to 
end. I know that there is nothing better 

for people than to be happy and to do good 
while they live.ó Ecclesiastes 3:11-12  You 
are beautiful to God right now. With 

your braces. With zits appearing without   

warning. Without the latest and great-

est fashion accessories. You’re beautiful 

to God right now, just as you are. 

You’re loved no less or no more than 

you’ll ever be loved by God. Which leads 

to   Solomon’s second insight for you: 

“Better what the eye sees  than the roving 
of the appetite.  This too is meaningless,  a 
chasing after the wind.ó Ecclesiastes 6:9 
Going through life striving for rewards 

or the applause of others or accumulat-

ing more stuff will not make you feel 

better about yourself—for long. That 

road eventually leads to disappointment—

guaranteed. Comparing yourself to the 

computer manipulated pictures, 

the straight A student, the girl 

with all the boyfriends will bring 

frustration and regret. So why 

waste your energy on the at-

tempt and pin your hopes there?  

Maybe it’s a better to seek 

contentment? True success is 

faithfully pleasing God with the 

resources and  responsibilities 

he’s placed in your life right 

now. To enjoy what and who you 

are. Right now, as is. Culture 

tells you it’s essential that you 

be perfect. Perfect looks. Per-

fect poise. Perfect talent. Per-

fectly perfect. Except you 

aren’t. And striving for perfec-

tion—with the payoff of gaining 

the attention and approval of 

others—is meaningless. òDonõt be 
concerned about the outward 

beauty of fancy hairstyles, ex-
pensive jewelry, or beautiful 

clothes. You should clothe your-
self instead with the beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is so 
precious to God.ó 1 Peter 3:3-4 



fool doesn’t want to use his spiritual eyes. He 

just blindly blunders along, hurting himself and 

lots of other people along the way. Even worse, 

a fool pretends that danger doesn’t exist, but 

the next thing you know he’s crashed and 

burned. So ask God to help you develop your spir-

itual vision and fine—tune your discernment. That 

way, not only will you know the best way to go; 

you’ll probably avoid being caught in a head-on with 

a fool who’s not even looking!  

Keep Your Eyes Open 
If your wise youõll keep your 

eyes wide open, youõll watch 

where youõre going, and youõll be 

prepared for what lies ahead. 

But a fool pre -tends like every-

thingõs cool and convinces him-

self (and everyone whoõll listen) 

that òHey, noting can go wrong 

here.ó And then, wham! He gets 

the rug ripped out from under 

him. Proverbs 14:8 How safe 

would you feel as the passen-

ger in a car while the driver 

speeds down the free-way—

with his eyes closed? Pretty 

dumb question, huh? But some-

times that’s just the way we 

navigate through life. Maybe 

not so much in an actual physi-

cal sense, but too often we 

forget to open our spiritual 

eyes. Too often we plod along 

                  

Truth: Seeing Black and White in a Gray World  
The World Says: “Don’t ever let go.” 

God Says: “Relinquish control.” 
Jesus said, “Remember Lot’s wife!” - Luke 17:32 

Lot and his family lived in Sodom, a city of rampant sin. God planned to 

destroy Sodom, but He was pleased with Lot so He sent an angle to Lot to tell 

him to get out. The angles led Lot’s family to the edge of town and told them, 

“Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop  anywhere on the plain.” 

Lot’s family started running and God began to rain fire down on Sodom. But as 

they traveled, Lot’s wife got anxious. She wanted to see what was happening 

behind her. Eventually, she couldn’t help herself any longer. She looked back 

and turned into a pillar of salt! (See Genesis 19:15-26) A pillar of salt? C’mon! 

It’s not like she lied or killed somebody. She looked back. Where’s the crime in 

that? Why would God punish her so harshly? Lot’s wife committed the crime of 

trying to hold on to her old life. She second-guessed God’s best for her, and 

she wanted to return to the old life she had left behind. In the process, she 

forfeited the deliverance and salvation God had    provided for her. Many peo-

ple strive to retain the things they think they so desperately need. They say, 

“I need this house, this car, this girlfriend, this lifestyle.” They hold on to 

these things so tightly, their fingers cramp and lose blood. They become frozen. 

God wants to give you things that really matter. We aren’t talking about divine    

punishment; we’re talking about simple physics: You can’t take hold of the new 

until you’ve let go of the old. The Bible puts it this way: "Those who cling to 

worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs” (Jonah 2:8). When you 

hold on to things you think you desperately need, God can’t give you His better 

option. Why turn yourself into a pillar of salt? Why not receive the very best 

from Him?    

Jesus said, “Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life will preserve it.” - Luke 17:33 

Piercing Proverbs  

like zombies, barely noticing 

which way we’re going. God 

wants us to keep our spiritual 

eyes wide open. He want us to 

learn to see and discern things 

with our hearts so we don’t go 

stumbling around like fools in 

the dark. He knows that de-

veloping spiritual eyesight will 

protect us from things we 

can’t see with our physical 

eyes. For instance, someone 

invites you to a party. It 

sounds pretty fun and a couple 

of your friends are going to 

be there, but deep inside you 

feel this gentle nudge and it’s 

telling you not to go. You 

sense that God is trying to 

show you something. And 

hopefully you pay attention 

and decide not to go. That’s 

using your spiritual insight. A 



 

  

Curt Cannon 

Austin Bagby 

Jessie’s Grandfather 

Madonna (the goat) 

Riley’s Grandfather 

Carson’s Parents 

Lauren and Andy 

Christmas 

Christina’s Grandmother 

Christmas Break 

Nathan 

Riley’s Neighbors 

Clair’s Baby 

Joel and Melissa @ 

NCYM 

Military Personnel 

New Year 

Nicole’s Ankle 

Dalton’s Grandmother 

Bartelt Sisters 

Nicole 

Wesley’s Grandmother 

Howard Gains 

Jennifer 

Peyton leaves for Belmont 

Hannah 

Aunt Pat 

Jessie’s Foot 

Nicole’s friend Nathan 

had a Heart Attack 

Girl who got hit  

  

                   

“Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have 

commanded you”          

Matthew 28:19-20 

Joel Taylor 

Youth Minister 

Washington Street Church of Christ 

jbtaylor82@hotmail.com 

jtaylor@fpunet.com 

993-3239 
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